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When travel restrictions were lifted my family and I traveled from Los Angeles to 
Richmond, Virginia for a covid wedding. The wedding was planned for September 12, 2020 and 
scaled back to only include immediate family. In the end, the Los Angeles travel party included 
my mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, uncle, and three cousins. There were many concerns about 
taking my grandmother or my younger cousins because Covid could affect their age groups 
worse, but still we all wore masks and tried to limit our interactions with other people. We also 
decided to quarantine ourselves before traveling to make sure we kept our grandmother healthy.  
​ After arriving a day early, our cousin (the one getting married) and her family insisted on 
coming over to our AirBnb and spending time with us. We thought most of them would show up 
wearing a mask and keeping their distance but we were wrong. Not one wore a mask, and not 
one kept their distance. This trend seemed to follow the day of the wedding. What we forgot was 
how politics would affect our first wedding. Our Los Angeles family is liberal, our Virginia 
family is conservative and worse they are Trumpers. My family is of Mexican ancestry but the 
family we met in Virginia was married with White men. The family in Virginia immediately 
expressed their political views and their skepticism regarding Covid-19. At the wedding my 
cousin’s new husband asked people to remove their masks so that THEY could enjoy their 
wedding. Unfortunately most of us listened. Compared to other weddings, this wedding was 
quite boring, we kept our distance from the politics and the dance floor. At the end of the night 
we took a picture with our traveling group, some Virginia cousins,  and the bride.  

 
Back Row: Virginia nephew, Virginia cousin, Virginia nephew, me, LA cousin, La cousin 
Middle Row: LA my sister, LA nephew, LA cousin, my mom, the bride 
Bottom Row: LA aunt, LA uncle, my grandma, LA cousin 


