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Photos: Birds claim Peru beach emptied by coronavirus outbreak

The Agua Dulce public beach in Lima, Peru, on Feb. 16. (Associated Press)
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The coronavirus pandemic has changed all that. Peru’s President Martin Vizcarra

declared a state of emergency as deaths began to mount and ordered people to stay

home, largely emptying the beach of people.

The half-mile-long strip of grayish-brown sand 12 miles south of central Lima is
normally a haven for the working classes, a place where visitors from the Andean

highlands first dip a toe in the sea.
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But in recent days, an army of seabirds has claimed the sandy territory abandoned by
people. Densely thronged pedestrian bridges are all but empty. Instead of being
covered with chaotic human footprints, the beach is tattooed with the tracks of gulls

and pelicans.
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A 1 PP 1 Privacy Policy

Terms of Service

Privacy Policy.
Act fast. Limited-time offer.
$1 for 8 weeks.

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-03-31/ap-photos-birds-claim-peru-beach-emptied-by-virus-outbreak 2/10


https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-03-31/political-squabbling-4th-coronavirus-bailout-bill-underway-but-passage-is-weeks-away
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-03-19/they-were-given-one-day-to-leave-the-country-now-hundreds-of-americans-are-stuck-in-peru
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-03-31/construction-of-hospitals-around-the-world-ramps-up-to-handle-influx-of-coronavirus-patients
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst64a5FN2yqqTpWZ-nLwjRqV7cZXKZaRH3BBzWKE3kDQnc8MgJYSqV1QJmQS2EjMfyxTNIvQPLiF7YIO78T2-tX_pVhxdFB3tEXBA21wyHSbXvywFa75_dDdWXtj7l_pKd7y253dltboA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDaW2wclLCjc&urlfix=1&adurl=https://seizetheawkward.org/%3Futm_source%3Dquantcast.com%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3DAC_SAWK%26utm_content%3DBRND_CORE_AWKD_EN_728x090
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-03-31/construction-of-hospitals-around-the-world-ramps-up-to-handle-influx-of-coronavirus-patients
https://www.latimes.com/terms/
https://www.latimes.com/privacy/
https://www.latimes.com/privacy/

4/1/2020 Photos: Birds claim Peru beach emptied by coronavirus outbreak - Los Angeles Times

Among the few defying the order was Tomas Cabrera, 86, who sat on a jetty enjoying

the rare solitude.

“There are no people in the streets, no cars circulating, no factories running,” he said.

The crowded pedestrian bridge that leads to and from Agua Dulce beach on Feb. 16. (Associated Press)
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Beachgoers at the Lima beach on Feb. 23. (Associated Press)
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Agua Dulce beach on March 21, after coronavirus restrictions were enacted. (Associated Press)
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Police walk along the Lima beach to warn off would-be swimmers on March 24. (Associated Press)
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Birds descend on Agua Dulce beach on March 24. (Associated Press)
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Tomas Cabrera, 86, meditates on a jetty at Agua Dulce beach on March 25, in defiance of government orders to stay
away. (Associated Press)
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