
Competition and Efficiency in America 

The American economy is built on competition. Everything from business to 

education has an aspect of competition embedded in it. This goes hand in hand with 

efficiency because competition is the reason that America is so efficient. Americans have 

a way of working towards their goals, and a mindset of making themselves better off for 

the future, instead of right now. For instance, historically the arts have been valued above 

other subjects such as law and medicine. However in America law and medicine is 

studied for more than the arts because that is where the money is. In an American's eyes, 

more money is a better future for your family yourself. America is currently and always 

has lived up to the core values of competition and efficiency because of the way that the 

American people work to achieve their goals to succeed in this country.  

There are many ways that competition and efficiency are built into the United 

States education system. It plays a role in the American classroom from grade school to 

college. One of the most significant changes that the American people have made to 

education is the way that they value the arts. As in they don’t. The arts used to be praised 

in Europe, and artists were looked at like royalty. They were paid large sums of money to 

paint everything from portraits to creating sculptures. However ever since colonizing the 

United States, art has been on a decline.  

According to The National Center for Education Statistics, in the last 15 years the 

amount of people who study art related topics in college has gone down from about 15% 

to about 5%. The primary focus of study is health professions. The amount of students 

who study health professions has gone up 175% in the last 15 years. That is because a 



career path as a doctor will pay a lot more, and will lead to a better future than a career as 

an artist. The competitive drive of Americans is what makes them want this better future. 

They want to outperform their peers and better themselves, and this makes America 

more efficient.   

Americans have found a way to work competition into every aspect of their lives. 

Everything from education to business has been improved by them in order to better 

themselves. That drive to be the best is what makes Americans so successful. That drive 

to be the best can be seen by looking at unemployment rates of the last 10 years. 

Unemployment rates range everywhere from about 28% to about 0.1%. In 2009 America 

had an unemployment rate of 9.1%. All it took was 10 years for Americans to turn 9.1% 

into 4.2% (Knoema Corporation). As of 2019 America had cut their unemployment rate in 

half. What this means is that in 10 years 4.9% of the population was no longer 

unemployed. This is 4.9% of Americans who are competitively driven to improve their 

future, improve their education, and make sure that their families and themselves are 

better off. The more that Americans improve themselves, the more efficient the country 

will be. 

The core American values of competition and efficiency can be seen in the way 

that Americans want to improve in order to be better off in the future. The more that 

Americans use this competitive drive to succeed, the more efficient the country will be. 

So far America has not shown any signs of letting go of this competitive mindset, 

therefore it has lived up to these values and will continue to do so. The mindset of 

Americans is like the mindset of no other country. It is a mindset that is not afraid to let 



go of the way things are usually done in order to create new and better ways to do them. 

This mindset results in competitiveness within ourselves and between our peers. This 

competition results in a more efficient way of life. 

 


