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The Pandemic’s Effects

| used to work at a store called Bed Bath & Beyond. It was a mediocre job at best.
Getting up at 9am and working until 5pm. The occasional customer who’d come in every now
and then and brighten my day was nice, but there has to be a balance. The occasional customer
who would come in with the sole purpose to ruin your day.

Pre December 31, 2019.

After work | would come home and play some video games, do homework, and if | had
time go to the skatepark late at night. When | wasn’t at work, | was at school. | went to
Palmetto Ridge High School, and it was my junior year. | was looking forwards to just graduating
already. It was fun, | met a lot of friends, but it was just getting tedious, going to the same
classes over and over again, just to meet the state requirements. | couldn’t wait to go to
college, to pursue only the classes | needed for my future career. Life was pretty much
mundane, no action, repetitive.

December 31%t, 2019.

| had just awoken from my sleep and was getting ready to go into school, since it was a
Tuesday. | turned on my TV and switched to the news channel to see if anything interesting was
happening on the news, and to my surprise, this “virus” was said to have started in Wuhan
China. Our “wonderful” president said it was nothing more than the common flu, so | shrugged
it off and got ready for school.

A couple of days had passed since the announcement of COVID-19 and things only
escalated. | still thought it was nothing more than a virus, because at the time | followed Trump,
(still don’t know why | ever did). That was until a customer came in, coughing their lungs out. |
made sure not to check her out because she looked really, really ill. | stayed in the back most of
the day, claiming that “Today was just not my day, | am tired, and | do not feel well”. | asked to
leave work early that day and left.

January 21%, 2020.

By now | was seriously worried. | heard over the news that COVID-19 was spreading fast,
and that it had just infected its first citizen in the U.S. | did not know what to do to counter it, so
| treated it like a plague. | wore a medical mask everywhere | went, and double layered my
hands with two latex gloves. My coworkers teased me, saying | was too worried and that it
would pass. | almost wanted to listen to them, but | stuck to my guns and wore my protective
gear in work.

March 14t 2020.



Schools were now closed until April 14t™. Things were starting to get serious, now my
friends weren’t doubting my use of masks and gloves and they followed in my footsteps. There
was no school now, which meant | had to work more hours. It was really weird not going to
class, but | was kind of glad we weren’t. | was just happy to still be earning money.

March 15, 2020.

| was supposed to work today, it was a Sunday, but seeing as my job was overstaffed
that day, | called off saying that | was sick. (I really wasn’t). | wanted to go to the skatepark
today with my friends and did not want to work overnight today. | am glad now that | skipped
because a customer that had COVID-19 was not wearing a mask and had infected two co-
workers. This had forced the building to shut down, and had the CDC close the building down to
quarantine it. | really dodged a bullet.

August 26%, 2021. (Present Day)

A lot has changed over these past few years. Mainly lockdowns and mask mandates. |
have been fully vaccinated with Moderna and am going to take my booster shot when the time
comes. Oddly enough after the first major lockdown, nature started to come back. A lot of deer
in the roads, alligators in swimming pools, and a ton of insects and amphibians. It is present day
now, and we have a new variant of COVID-19, named the Delta Variant. Mask wearing was
mandated, and then unmandated, and since Trump left office cases dropped with real facts on
COVID-19 daily, none of this “fake news” as Trump used to say. COVID-19 is starting to die
down a lot more now, but it still is not over. Hopefully people will use their brains and get
vaccinated, and if they don’t, hopefully they use masks.



