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Is America CXrrentl\ LiYing Xp to its Core ValXes?  

​The ConstitXtion and the Declaration of Independence are integral parts of the             

foXndation of America¶s core YalXes. These docXments help gXarantee American citi]ens sXch            

rights as the freedom of speech. The first president and father of oXr coXntr\, George               

Washington once said, ​³If freedom of speech is taken aZa\, then dXmb and silent Ze ma\ be led,                  

like sheep to the slaXghter.´ UnfortXnatel\, America ma\ soon be led to ³slaXghter´ as the right                

to the freedom of speech is cXrrentl\ threatened b\ the e[isting ³cancel cXltXre´ and social               

media censorship. 

A neZ trend, cancel cXltXre has become a big issXe in freedom of speech. Urban               

dictionar\ defines cancel cXltXre as, ³rejecting an indiYidXal or idea.´ (Urban Dictionar\) People             

get ³canceled´ if others disagree Zith them or do not sXpport their beliefs. Cancel cXltXre is                

taking aZa\ people's rights to speak confidentl\ ZithoXt fear of being Yilified. For e[ample, in               

March of 2020, Kim Kardashian West posted pictXres of herself Zearing braids and qXickl\              

reserYed hatefXl backlash. AlthoXgh Kim tried e[plaining herself and sa\ing she Xnderstands the             

cXltXre of the braids, her fans pXt that aside and ³canceled´ her for cXltXral appropriation. One                

fan had eYen commented, ​³YoX are not black.´ (Independant) ​This trend has become sXch an               

issXe that eYen people Zith good intentions are getting cancelled, leaYing people fearfXl of              

sharing or posting becaXse the\ do not Zant their good intentions to be misinterpreted. ThXs,               
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³cancel cXltXre´ is inhibiting man\ Americans from speaking freel\ and taking adYantage of             

their first amendment right of free speech.  

Censorship on social media is another e[ample of hoZ freedom of speech is cXrrentl\              

threatened. CXrrentl\, social media giant Facebook sa\s that the\ Zill take doZn posts that              

Yiolate their commXnit\ standards regarding promotion or encoXragement of drXg Xse. HoZeYer,            

not all posts regarding drXg Xse are not treated the same Za\. For e[ample, a medicinal                

marjiXana compan\ in DenYer, Colorado called Mar\¶s Medicinals had a popXlar Facebook page             

Zith oYer 20,000 folloZers and reYieZs of man\ of Mar\¶s Medicinal prodXcts. WithoXt             

Zarning, facebook terminated the page, sa\ing that it Yiolated their gXidelines aroXnd promotion             

of drXg Xse. Yet, Facebook alloZs other drXg companies to promote their prodXcts. For e[ample,               

³Merck PharmaceXticals (Zith 36k folloZers) and Pfi]er PharmaceXticals (Zith 196k folloZers),           

among other drXg companies, seem to be immXne to« Facebook¶s interpretiYe idea of             

µpromotion or encoXragement of drXg Xse.´ (HXffpost) Facebook is actiYel\ censoring Zhat            

content people can see, eYen Zhen the content is not breaking the laZ or harming an\one.                

Mar\¶s Medicinals freedom of speech is being taken aZa\ becaXse she is being groXped in Zith                

people Zho are aggressiYel\ pXtting oXt inappropriate content. 

Clearl\, American¶s right to freedom of speech is being limited b\ social media platforms              

and ³cancel cXltXre.´ Cancel cXltXre has people feeling fearfXl of opening Xp aboXt their beliefs               

and opinions Zhile social media platforms XneYenl\ censor people and companies. In recent             

\ears, Facebook has been looking at Za\s to make their platform more friendl\ toZards YarioXs               

beliefs (fighting against cancel cXltXre) and proYiding a forXm for people to appeal Facebook¶s              
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decisions regarding taking doZn posts. Their action proYidel hope that eYentXall\ America can             

liYe Xp to its fXll potential for freedom of speech.  
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