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Jan Fran

Some thoughts on sacrifice in times of Corona ...

I keep hearing folks describe this pandemic as a kind of trade-off
between public health and the economy. This trade-off is often framed
around loss of life.

It usually goes something like this: if we ease the lockdown we’ll see
people die from the virus. If we prolong the lockdown we’ll see people die
from the consequences of possible economic collapse (i.e suicide,
depression, poverty, ill health, violence).

We are led to believe that attempts to limit one set of deaths, will increase
the other, that one group of people will have to sacrifice for the other. But
whose lives are more important? Do we sacrifice the sick now to save the
healthy later; the old to save the young; the poor to save everyone else?
We are led to believe that this is our dilemma and it is an impossible one.

Hey, here’s a fun thing to think about: guess how much Jeff Bezos made
today?

Jeff Bezos made 17 thousand dollars. But he didn’t make it in one day. He
made it in ONE SECOND. Every single second Amazon is netting 17
thousand dollars worth of sales (this is in Australian dollars BTW) and this
is happening SPECIFICALLY during this pandemic as more people seek
deliverable supplies.

Jeff Bezos is now worth 216 BILLION dollars and you know what, good on
Jeff Bezos! I mean, the man is clearly providing a service that people
need. And whatta world of opportunity and promise we live in where a
person can turn an idea into multi-billion dollar empire, amirite?! That is
#inspo, please speak at my conference, Jeff.

Unfortunately, that’s not quite the world we live in.

We live in a world where, in the middle of a pandemic, one man makes 17
thousand dollars A SECOND and another is buried in a mass grave
because his family can’t afford a funeral.

It’s a world where the homeless sleep in socially-distant quadrants in the
carpark of hotel while above them thousand-dollar-a-night rooms sit
empty.

It’s a world where folks are protesting their right to get sick in a country
they can not afford to be treated in.

One thing this pandemic has done is exacerbated the gross inequalities
we always knew existed. It has exposed them, brought them to the
surface as the bodies of the poor and the desolate continue to be
stacked beneath the ground.

The framing of this pandemic as ‘lives lost now VS lives lost later’ is really
just us tryna work out which sections of our society are more productive,
more useful, which sections of our population are going to best replicate
the system that was in place before all this Covid/pandemic/lockdown
malarky.

I mean, we all wanna get back to how it was ASAP, right? Now that we
think about it we were having a great time. The system was working. But
for who?

Not for the man whose body now sits in a mass grave on Hart Island NY, it
wasn’t. Not for the homeless sleeping in their car park quadrants, it
wasn’t. Not for the nearly 40 million Americans living below the poverty
line, it wasn’t. This is the system we will replicate.

It is right to talk about sacrifice in this dark and uncertain time. I guess we
all have to make sacrifices at some point so if not now, when? If not me,
who? Before you answer that, know this:

Twenty-six individuals own as much wealth as HALF the world’s
population - Lemme say that again: TWENTY SIX people (two. six) own
the same amount of wealth as 3.8 BILLION PEOPLE.

That’s worth remembering the next time some legend waxes lyrical about
why you might need to sacrifice yer nan for the sake of the economy.
Maybe those 26 people should sacrifice the spoils they’ve reaped from a
system that now needs saving from itself.

We do indeed have a dilemma but it is not an impossible one. Maybe we
actually don’t need to ask those who have the least to sacrifice the most,
maybe it’s the other way around. Maybe that’s the trade-off.
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Chris Singh It's not even an accurate dichotomy either. No one's
considering the economic impact of a second wave (worse) and
no one seems to be considering the impact of grief and loss en
masse and ptsd would have on the economy

The smart thing to do for both pa… See more
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Horst Dannehl Wow! That's some good thinking. But-----what is
the solution? The fact is, we are all equal but some are more
equal than others! Show me a society which is just, everybody is
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Tom Slack Why do we think that things just stop when money
disappears? We work, not to earn money, but so society works.
Money just happens to be something that allows that to happen.
Don't worry about money, worry about people, worry about the
thing we do everything for, not a thing that helps it happen.
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Julia Veronica Browne Bloody well said. I was talking about just
this with a friend. I don’t want to go back to ‘that normal’. It was
broken and also harming the planet.
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aspects like "where does the power reside? " is a great thing. 
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Jan Fran

Folks, welcome to a new decade and welcome to this page. This is a
space to talk about interesting ideas, politics, feminism, ethics, pop
culture, books, fashion, philosophy, social policy, science, tech, the
internet - all manner of good, spicy stuff.

It's also space for me to try and make sense of the world we live in so
you'll be hearing a fair bit of my opinion (just sayin!) If you’re new here -
welcome. If you've been here for a while - welcome back.

Now, I know I can...
Continue reading
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Annelise Pearce I’m sticking this on the fridge for the teenagers.
New house rules.....if they don’t like what I’m saying “scroll past”
I’ll say!!
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In 1991 there was a Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody.
Since that Royal Commission, more than 420 Indigenous Australians have
died in state custody or at the hands of law enforcement.

This is a rate of 14 deaths per year - of more than one death every month
- for nearly three decades. Specifically, the three decades AFTER a Royal
Commission was established to ensure this didn’t happen again.

Here’s a stat for you: 27%. That’s the proportion of the current ...
See more
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Jan Fran updated their status.

I'm seeing a lot of folks posting Martin Luther King quotes in response to
the protests happening in the US RN.

Now, I don't know nearly enough about the civil rights movement in the
US but I do know that white-majority societies tend to flatten
revolutionaries, to make the history of struggle as glossy and palatable as
it can be.

We have a way of re-remembering that allows us to claim ownership over
victories that aren't - and never were - ours to claim. We erase the
discom... See more
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other America" speech. I don't think I know enough about MLK
but I do continually learn more and have yet to be disappointed
by his speeches and actions. Though I don't know if I completely
agree that tota… See more
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Nancy M. Cobb People really need to learn about the history of
protesting here in America as well, as other rebellions in places
all over the world.
To qoute MLK is helpful but you need to know when, why, and
under what conditions he faced to create these words... and
maybe hear… See more
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***A CALLOUT***
Has your employer treated you unfairly during this pandemic? eg. dialled
back your pay but dialled up the work? Sacked you when they could have
put you on Job Keeper? Used COVID as a cover for discrimination?

We'd love to chat to you on #TheBriefing podcast! If you haven't already
subscribed, well, this makes me very sad and furious.
https://www.podcastoneaustralia.com.au/podcasts/the-briefing...
See more
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Tom Norton-Neale Hi, I was stood down because I didn't accept
a new contract that was below award wage and was ultimately
sacked. Happy to talk to someone
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Remember when we used to cry (and possibly have a hissy fit) before any
and all social commitments. I miss those days! 

😭
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On ABC News Brekkie in my pyjama pants talking about the new season
of #ThePineappleProject all about connection and community in times of
corona. Get where you get your poddies and give it five stars or I kill you.

News Breakfast

Do you know your neighbours?

In the age of coronavirus, we can all start to feel a little lonely. So maybe reaching
out to those next door can help!

Jan Fran has made it her mission to unlock the secret to connections in the latest
season of he ABC's Pineapple Project podcast series.
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